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Texans Can Academies

Our mission:
To provide the highest quality education for all students,
especially those who have struggled in a traditional
high school setting, in order to ensure their economic
independence.
Our core values:
•
•
•

Student centered decision making.
A rigorous curriculum based on reading and
thinking skills.
Fulfilling every aspect of our mission with a
sense of urgency.

Our philosophy:
•
•
•

Reading is the key to empowerment, personal
fulfillment, success, and employment.
Personal responsibility, character, values, and passion
lead to good citizenship.
Learning is best accomplished in a nurturing yet
structured environment.

OUR LEADERSHIP
Richard Marquez
CEO
Richard Marquez began what is now a well-rounded career in
education in 1975 as a middle school teacher. Over the past thirty
years, he has worked in every possible area of the education
business. As a creative and innovative leader, he has initiated many
changes that are now considered educational norms.
Mr. Marquez joined the Texans Can Academies team in March
2007. From his experience working in the nation’s capital, time as
a school superintendent, president of his own company, increasing
revenue and now president of Texans Can Academies, his multifaceted background gives him a comprehensive view of the
education system.
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Oscar Rodriguez
Superintendent
Oscar Rodriguez, Jr. brings nearly 40 years of education
experience to Texans Can Academies. Rodriguez held
superintendent positions in the Laredo and Mission, Texas school
districts. He was honored as the State of Texas Superintendent of
the Year while with the Mission school district. Before becoming a
superintendent he held positions as a teacher, principal and area
superintendent in the Dallas Independent School District.
Rodriguez’s past community involvement includes serving in
different roles with United Way, the Chamber of Commerce and
Economic Development Authority in Mission, Texas.

Focus on the average student at any of our 11 campuses and you’ll see a young person that most people would view as a long shot for
success—a student in desperate need of a second chance.
We focus on reaching at-risk students who may have struggled in traditional settings. Our student population includes teen parents,
students who have previously dropped out, moved frequently, and/or gotten behind in their credits. Our typical student is committed to
finishing high school, but comes to us one or more grade levels behind. Most distressing, our average student enters one of our campuses
reading at a fourth-grade level.
• More than 50% of our students are 17 or older.
• 95% come from an economically-disadvantaged background.
• Many become the first high-school graduates in their families.
• Most go on to college, enter the military or pursue careers instead of just jobs.

Richard Marquez - CEO					

Oscar Rodriguez - Superintendent
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HISTORY
1976
1985
1988
1996
2008

In 1976, Grant East began Freedom Ministries, a 501 (C)(3) not-forprofit organization working with juvenile offenders.

2015

In 2015, Dallas Can Academy opens its 11th campus, Grant East, located
at 2901 Morgan Drive, Dallas TX.

In 1985, Dallas Can Academy expanded their services to high school
dropouts and non-adjudicated youth.
In 1988, the organization’s name was changed to Texans Can
Academies when new schools opened in other Texas cities.
In 1996, Texans Can became one of the first 20 charter schools in Texas
and began expanding to other major cities in the state.
In 2008, Texans Can Academies integrated the Cognitive Development
through Reading Across the Curriculum, known as Marquez Reading, a
strategic method for teaching students to read and think.

To date, eleven schools are serving students across Texas.
So far, more than 111,000 students have changed their lives and the lives of their
families through Texans Can Academies. With your help, we can positively
change even more young lives.
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30 YEARS OF PROVIDING
THE HIGHEST QUALITY
EDUCATION FOR ALL
STUDENTS
Help change the lives of thousands of local kids
Give a second chance to earn their high school diploma
We are a tax exempt; IRS approved 501 (c) 3
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PUBLIC SUPPORT
Public Support and Other Revenue
		
Local Support			
$ 10,784,441 96.00%
State Program Revenues
$ 36,245,036 4.00%
Federal Program Revenues
$ 5,592,168 0.00%

Total Revenue
$52,621,645

ASSETS & LIABILITIES
Assets
			
Total Current Liabilities			
Notes Payable - Future Maturities
Net Assets (Unrestricted)		
Net Assets (Temporarily Restricted)

$ 4,042,239
$ 6,599,428
$ 20,141,451
$ 12,272,325

Total Assets
& Liabilities
$43,055,443
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Instruction 					$ 13,916,611
Fund Raising 					$ 6,986,984
Plant Maintenance & Operations		

$ 5,909,310

School Leadership				$ 4,920,737
Guidance, Counseling & Evaluation Services

$ 4,008,804

General Administration 				

$ 3,258,505

Data Processing Services 			

$ 1,988,851

Curriculum & Instructional Staff Development $ 1,507,190
Instructional Leadership			

$ 1,463,309

Security & Monitoring Services			

$ 1,253,444

Food Services					$ 1,124,501
Student Transportation				$ 888,645
Community Services				$ 923,112
Debt Service					$ 338,263
Co-curricular/extracurricular Activities		

$ 175,192

Social Work Services				

$ 70,500

Health Services					$ 7,623

Total
Expenses
$48,741,581
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Wee Can
Academies

We first established Wee Can Academies at
three of our high school campuses, because
so many of our students are teen parents.
Now, with five academies in operation, we
accept other children as well. We plan to
open a Wee Can Academy for each of our
high school campuses in the near future.
The mission of the Wee Can Academies is
to provide a safe, nurturing and educational
place for young children, and to partner with
and support families. Our program provides
developmentally appropriate practices
(including an early introduction to Marquez
Reading) to enrich the lives of young children
through play, social and academic activities.
Wee Can Academies provide experiences
that will stimulate the physical, emotional and
cognitive growth of each child.
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SAMSON’S
STORY

Samson did well through middle school. He got straight As and
participated in after school sports. During his freshman year of
high school, he was introduced to lots of new kids. Most of them
weren’t the best role models. They skipped school to go eat and
hang out. Samson thought they were cool, so he followed the
crowd. When he received a truancy notice things changed. He had
to go to truancy court and his parents had to pay a fine. They were not happy. Samson lost all his privileges and had to
make up lost credits in summer school. During his sophomore year, Samson intended to clean up his act, but one day he
was lured to a fellow student’s house to smoke marijuana. “It sounded like fun at the time, but I got hooked and started
skipping school again.” His real friends suddenly stopped talking to him and he decided to clean up his act. Samson got
his first job and loved having his own money.
Samson wanted to be able to work and go to school, but that wasn’t possible at his public school. His sister attended
San Antonio Can High School to catch up after having been out sick for some time. He knew they could help him do
the same thing and give him a flexible schedule so he could work. Samson was worried about the kinds of kids there,
but it didn’t take him long to see that the bad apples wouldn’t survive. The teachers made learning fun. He loved math,
science and history. Samson went to San Antonio Can High School for a full year while he was working at a grocery store
full time. “When it was time to re-enroll, I decided
to work full time. That was fine with my parents
because they just wanted me to do something
constructive,” he said.
After two years, Samson knew he wanted more for
himself. He figured out he needed an education to
have a better life, and he re-enrolled at San Antonio
Can High School. Samson took both morning and
evening sessions, in order to earn his diploma as
soon as possible. Samson has decided to attend
college and study computer science. He also has
a terrific internship at Silver Eagle Distributors in
the information systems department. It looks like
Samson is following in his father’s footsteps. He
is incredibly driven and he has his faith. Samson
is determined to do something that no one in his
family has done... graduate from college.

COLLEGE
BOUND
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STUDENTS

4,306 95

%

ECONOMICALLY
DISADVANTAGED

ENROLLED/MOST
AFRICAN AMERICAN
AND HISPANIC

30%

29%

23%

26%

22%

20%
10%
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10

11

12

GRADE LEVEL

TEACHERS

236 TEACHERS
DEGREES
80%

BACHELORS

17%

MASTERS
DOCTORATE

1%

EXPERIENCE
5 YEARS
OR LESS
6 - 10 YEARS
11 - 20 YEARS

24

62%
19%
18%
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AVERAGE NUMBER
OF STUDENTS TO EACH
CLASSROOM TEACHER

90
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STUDENTS ASSISTED
BY EACH ADVISOR
EVERY YEAR

SOLUTIONS
COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH
READING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

625 TEACHERS TRAINED SINCE 2008
FEUERSTEIN’S INSTRUMENTAL ENRICHMENT

66

TEACHERS TRAINED

INTELLIGENCE INTEGRATION

20

TEACHERS TRAINED

RESULTS

1696 GRADUATES
1473
APPLY FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS
COMPLETE CAREERS
INVENTORIES
COMPLETE
RESUMES
APPLY TO
COLLEGE
COMPLETE
FAFSA

53%
99%
87%
94%
52%

DROPOUT RATE: 10.8% COMPARED TO 12.3% STATEWIDE
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Texans Can Academies
Central Administration Office
325 West 12th Street
Dallas, TX 75208
214-944-1985
www.TexansCan.org | info@TexansCan.org

